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capable, the ſaying in the 8 there is no God; of all 
. inſtances of human depravation, doubtleſs the moſt hu- 
miliating and diſgraceful ; for this | perverſion o of reaſon 
implies the corr tion of the whole man. Odious as 
the atheiſt is in the folly of his opinions, he is no leſs 
ſo in the perverſeneſs of his Mions: falſe principles, 
| falſe concluſions. Every inference drawn from ſuch an 
opinion, carries him” on in farther deviation from all 


that is juſt and right; plunging deeper and deeper in the 
ways of deteſtation and horror, he becomes every day 


more offenſive to God, i 1d more odious, as he is more 
miſchievous, to his fellow-creatures. 3 
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his on works; who; in his juſt puniſfiment of the 
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obligation in "that early! ackno dedgment”'o fe guilt; 
The firſt that meets me ſhall be my avenger,” : who, 
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ol its authority, are drawn from a higher ſource ; and 
the onlinance itſelf is evidently to be traced through the 
ical and Apoſtolical inſtitutions, and ſtands upon 
| 4 conſent and practice of all ages, even to the preſent 
hour; and as a ſpecial ſanction of the revealed word in 
its favour, St. Paul has left us his particular teſtimomy, 
by his pointed direction to the Hebrew: converts in mat- 
ters of religion (Hebr. xiii. 1.) 166 Obey them that 
% have the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves; for 
„they watch for your ſouls, as they that mnuſt give 
account, that they may do it / with joy and not with 
60 grief. And to Tim thy he ſays (Tim. v. 17. *. 
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pact, leaves all the obligations of virtue without ſup- 
port; or, by denial of the exiſtence of God, denies the 
whole f. yſtem of his ordinances for our good. Is there 
any folly in the annals of men equal to this folly? or 
any error ſo abundant in miſchief as that which rende 
and diſtracts ſociety, which, unlooſening the bands of 
| n and — BR IPD nce 
prince; tears the ſon from the father, 3 he 
parent from the child; ſtrips the maſter of the fidelity of | 
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truſt; this ſhore view of them is ſufficient” to be of ma- 
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| it aſſiſts us alſo both as a guide in the model of our o n 
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RE any * others. gf ae ice 

Ire pect to | ſiety at- . it (I 8 to us nod 
ſtabliſnments of which it has taught us the origin, 
value, and advantage; in reſpect to individuals, it will 
point out to us the friends kind, in the friends of 
good government, religious order, and civil peace; in 
reſpect to ourſelves, it will animate our faith eee 
God, leading us from the contemplation of the eminent 
folly and abundant miſchiiefs of infidelity to the important 
ſo the knowledge of his religion, and the practice of his 
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which, with the weight of the revealed word of Chriſt, 


gives its ſanction to all the relative duties of ſocial life; 


which, pervading the hearts of men, animates them to 


diſcharge what they owe to their God, their earthly go- 


vernors, and themſelves? Here it is we may contemplate 


that ſtate of ſociety, che moſt perfect which the mind of 


man can imagine, in which public proſperity, private 
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| /DOUSTLESS THERE 18 4 GOD, THAT r JUDGRTE 
THE EARTH, 


Ir were a di evi if, in this educa 1 


period of the world, it were indeed the neceſſary office of 
the miniſters of religion, of the-Chriſtian religion above 
all, to tell mankind there is a God that judgeth the earth; 
if thoſe miniſters who ſhould be employed in reſcuing 
his worſhip from idolatry, or in purifying it from error 


and ſuperſtitious obſervanee, ſhould be engaged in telling 
us that God exiſts, and in ene his ig: ook | 
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if it can be called a principle, in the 3 of the true 
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natural an abuſe be impreſſed 0 on the opinions of men ? 
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with Virtue at its head, with Glory, Patriotiſm, and 
Fhiloſophy in its train, is the ſelf · ſame ſpirit with that 
of heatheniſm itſelf; branching out into a variety of 
fanciful names, endued with imaginary excellence, with 
which its votaries alone inveſted them, but framed, in 
fact, to accommodate and flatter the paſſions and pro- 
penſities of men. It is the religion of thoſe who „ living 
before the coming of Chriſt, knew: not God ; and to 
the level of whom the enemies . revelation would Now. 
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preſerve us, nationally ſpeaking, in that purity of faith 
and juſt ſenſe of morals, in that peace, comfort, and 
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WO judgeth the earth, Who judgeth nations as' he 
judgeth men, and diſpoſes all things to the great ends for 
which not man alone, but the whole earth and the 
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4 I cannot deviate: from the purpoſe of the day in 
calling your attention tp thoſe ſpiritual and religious 
duties, which the eccentric conduct of ſo great a part of 
mankind tends now immediately to aboliſh; and deſtroy ; 
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the power d w nder ſuch ſyſtem 
be exereiſed without extreme corruption, 1 1 6 
tinction of all good principle among their followers ; 
for it is impoſſible mankind ſkould' be brought tg Fa 
elſes * e to Is along. with* uch Fler. 
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therefore, hypocriſy, employ for the a&ive ſpirit of the 
Dey cen of the unſ uſpecting good,, all theſe, 
and every ſuch means, beſt ſuited to the purpoſes of 
w nah) men, muſt then of neceſſity be ſet at work; 
dangerous inſtruments, it is true, but the only fit ones for 
5 thoſe who are aſſociated for worldly purpoſes; v who, af all 
hazards, miſtruſting and impoſing on each other,” with a 
perfect knowledge of the worthleſſneſs of each other, mi ut 
yet go on together to all lengths, and can rely alone on 
the effect of thoſe dark and miſchievous.deeds to Which 
* eee 4 e vicious 1 n n 5 15 thaw. 
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and peace in believing, with which the God of dur hope 


has filled us. We are yet, without doubt, ourſelves a 
f nful people, and have much to correct amongſt us, 
both in private manners, and in public decorum. If 


| immorality and unbelief are the ſoils in which ſuch niſ- 


chiefs grow, then faith and virtue muſt be encouraged 
ſupplant them; but we receive this truth in vain, if we 

receive it without a full conception of its importance; if 

we yet permit ourſelves to trifle with ſerious 


wound, though they may not deſtroy, the moral ſenſe of 
man; if we contemplate' with! pleaſ ure, and catch with. 

vidity, at thoſe baneful productions which. diſſeminate 
even ſpiritual miſchiefs-amongſ} us; in ſhort; if we are 


not careful to eleanſe our ſoil, and purify our atmo- 


ſphere, that no hoxious a may have place 
in eur e ot mix chemſelves Hs our r habits and 
Nt 1 5 doſes are ji abe on our 1 at, 0 never- 
theleſs on a general view of our ſituation, we can take 
comfort in the idea, that God, in awarding; his cor- 


atm 


rections, hath yet chaſtened us with meaſure, then ten- 
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; wack than ever) to the duties of a moral and age. 5 


las, to piety in profeſſion, and virtue ae 
_ thoſe landmarks in the way of life, abandoned by thoſe 
ho ſeem now the moſt abandoned by God. Tenfold is 
our obligation to expreſs our abundant gratitude for ſuch 
diſtinguiſhing kindneſs; and after ſccing, as we have 
done, that the ſtrength of nations is as nothing before 
God, to aſeribe ta him alone that mercy which we have 
not er * _uie are he 2 2 8 _ us. 


ib chen ket back baniſhed. Fg inks of kin po 
their hearts, and buried all moral and Chriſtian virtues 
under the ruins of their churches and governments, now, 
remain 2 melancholy picture of diſtraction, diſorder, 
and misfortune; if we, who, by the blefling of God, 
have held faſt to the profeſſion of our faith without wa- 
vering, are ſtill bleſſed with that government which is 
the envy of mankind, and with the free exerciſe of our 
holy religion, in the purity and ſimplicity for which it 
is diſtinguiſhed, then is it certain, that, ſhould we ſacri - 
 fice theſe advantages, ſhould we renounce. this merciful, 
favour of God, and become the vile accomplices, of his 
wer hg when he hath been with us, we ſhall bed gainſt 
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; IF | 
him, and againſt his Anointed, then are we not haſty 
and inconſiderate, but determined and incorrigible of- 
fenders. No! rather let us do all that in us lies, to 

ſhow ourſelves more deſerving of his valuable dif- : 
tinctions, more worthy to bear the part aſſi igned us, in 
the 128 or purpoſes of his Providence, 


Good Chriſtians, good citizens, and good men, 
ferving our God, our community, -and our neighbour, 
let us put away from us the enemies of the croſs of 
_ Chriſt ; let the friends of religion be our friends; let the 
ſupporters of law and government be our counſellors ; 
let the diſciples of moral truth and excellence be our 
companions ; let us embr 0 E vith j joy the hope which is 
held out to us; that ſo long as the duties attached 
to theſe valuable characters are upheld and reſpected 
amongſt us, ſo long ſhall we be yet allowed to worſhip 
our God in peace and truth, to live under the happy in- 
| fluence of his grace through the goſpel, to be directed in 
all our ways by law, by honeſty, and by charity in a 
word, the comprehenſive word of an apoſtle, to love 
the brotherhood, fear God, honour the — 


THE END. 
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